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Artist Statement

Shreya Basu

The ongoing Pakistan-India Conflict in Kashmir has a deeply complex history and a multitude of
perspectives. We want to recognize our positionality [sic], highlighting the fact that we are
outsiders of the events occurring in Kashmir.

The purpose of this graphic novel is to shed light on the stories of a few individuals living in this
violent conflict; a conflict that has often been historically censored. It is to put forth the
perspectives and experiences of people frequently silenced, to share the stories that often go
unheard in mainstream media on account of politics. In order to prevent speaking for these
individuals and overgeneralizing, we chose to focus on the stories of Parveena Ahangar and
Roushan Illahi, both activists in their own rights.

The words of the graphic novel are mainly facts based on sources about the conflict and the
individuals presented, as well as some of their direct quotes. Each graphic is intentional in its
purpose. Although Ahangar and Illahi’s stories are certainly not representative of the entire
conflict, we hope that their individual experiences provide a human perspective on the violence
that has been occurring in Kashmir. This graphic novel is our final product.
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